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Ir ; is the way of the world 
to beſtow favours more liberally on thoſe 
who do not, than on thoſe who do, want 
them. Nor is this univerſally acknow- 
ledged propenſion, when fairly canvaſſed, 
ſo very illaudable as it ſeems at firſt bluſh. 
Poſſeſſions, of whatever kind, muſt always 


imply a preſumption, at leaſt, of ſome ſort 


of merit. From the moſt ſordid crumenal, - 
fo the nobleſt literary and ſenatorial acquire- 
ments, we may trace in the poſſeſſorg a 
ſpirit, or habit, beneficial to the publick ; 
* B for 
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: for the publick ſubſiſts by the labours and 
exertions of its individuals. The poſſeſ- 
for of the greater proportion of talents has 
even the expreſs ſanction of heaven for the 
acquiſition of more: while the dull for- 
lorn wretch, whoſe indolence and igno- 
rance have either diſſipated his ſtore, or 
preſerved barely the poor pittance which 
nature had granted, without fruit or in- 
creaſe, is deſervedly — of even that 
which he hath. 


PROMT D by this principle, I preſume 
to addreſs a few ſcattered thoughts, (merit- 
ing notice, or not, as your judgement will 
determine, ) on the ſubject of the relation 
between Great Britain and her Colonicy, 
to your Lordſhip, as the man perhaps in 
the world who want advice. and 5 
tion on this topick the leaſt ; but who, at 

the ſame time, from principle, ability, and 

ſtation, can make the beſt uſe, and the 
moſt ſalutary for your country, of the 
ſmalleſt mite thrown into that treaſure f 
commercial and a knowledge, which 


by 
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by attention and expetience you have accu- 


mulated already. 


I H E grand queſtion reſpecting a par- 
liamentary taxation of our Colonies in 
America has been aptly and gegerally di- 


vided into two parts; the one relative to 


the Right of the Legiſlature of Great Bri- 
tain to impoſe taxes upon them at any 


time whatever, the other relative to the 


Expediency of exerciſing ſuch Right in the 
preſent conjuncture. The legiſlative Right 
of this kingdom over every moſt diſtant 
parcel of the Britiſh empire, though ſo- 


lemnly affirmed by a declaration of the 
higheſt, and moſt authoritative nature, is 


ſtill doubted by many, who ſcruple not to 
expreſs their doubts in ſtrong terms. The 
Expediency of exerciſing ſuch Right at 
preſent, by levying a tax on the American 
| Colonies, has, after long debate, been de- 
termined in the negative by the * 
W N 
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- "Upon this ſtate of the cafe, both que 
ſtions are, in my opinion, ſtill open to 
diſcuſſion. . The former, becauſe many 
men may lend a patient ear to private rea- 
ſon, which offers itſelf with the concilia- 
ting air of equality, who revolt at once 
from the guthority of parliamentary deci- 
fion : and it is ſurely more eligible to con- 
vince than to compel. Compulſion ex- 
tends only to acts, not to thoughts: and 
ſuch thoughts as the people of this country 
entertain, it would be extremely difficult, 
nor is it deſireable, to prevent their ex- 
preſſing. They are a generous ſpirited 
people, fond of freedom to enthuſiaſm, 
and would maintain that of others at the 
hazard of their own; but, I hope, not 
madly at the certain loſs of it. 


Tre latter queſtion, that, I mean, of 
Expediency, is ſtill open to diſcuſſion ;. be- 
cauſe, from its nature, it can admit of no 
more than a temporary determination. 
What is not expedient to day may become 
ſo to-morrow, but natural Rights are of 
ſtable duration, Thus the Expediency 

muſt 


( I 
muſt ever be free to debate ; the Right 
only ſo far as may tend to convince. the 


pre judiced and — 


Tax two e Coen to me; in ma- 
ny points of view, ſo cloſely, and, I may 
fay, cunningly, interwoven together, that 
the ſame thread of argument ſuits the te- 
ture of both, Though the diviſion, there- 
fore, be clear, I profeſs not to treat them 
always as ſeparate, but to blend, or diſtin- 
me, as occaſion _ _— | 


Ar the head of that armani which au 
ſibly ranges itſelf under the banners of li- 
berty, there proudly ſteps forth a gigantick 
phantom; plumed with the arrogance of 
imaginary vigour, who hurls defiance 
againſt all opponents, himſelf truely invul- 
nerable, becauſe a mere goblin of air. 
I mean the monſtrous idea of a Virtual 
Repreſentation. Grant this phantom, for 
one moment, a poſſible exiſtence, and he 
militates equally, in the, preſent conteſt, 
for Great Britain, and her Colonies, If 

** . = | he 
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he makes but one ſtep from Mancheſter 
to London, he may as eaſily ſtride Coloſ- 
ſus-like acroſs the Atlantick. If any one 
town in England be but virtually repre- 
fented, her Colonies have ſurely no good 
cauſe to murmur, if they be included with- 
n the fame predicament. 80 that all the 
| boaſted reaſoning that Eloquence has drawn 
from the ſtrange propoſition of a Virtual 
Repreſentation labours obviouſly under the 
fatal objection of proving too much---a fa- 
tality attendant upon almoſt every argu- 
ment worth a moment's conſideration, 
which the Advocates of America have late- 
ty : adduced. | 


= ITY my Lord, two ſober and ſen- 
fible men, the one an. Engliſhman, the 
other a Coloniſt, ſat down to reaſon toge- 
ther, - coolly and deliberately, on the po- 
pular ſubject of an American taxation by a 
Britiſh legiſlature, As to the point of Ex- 
pediency, it is pretty clear, I think, and 
certain, they can never agree. War- 

ing other W this fingle bar to 
T 
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harmony will keep them always at vari- 
ance: namely, the good Engliſhman, with 
all his generoſity, having a roated averſion 
to the payment of ſ es nomine TAXES, will 
ever think it expedient, if he be ſatisfied 
of his Right, to lighten his own burden, 
by laying a part of it on American ſhoul- 
ders ; an idea of Expediency, to which the 
ſpirited Coloniſt can never ſubſcribe, while 
he preſerves that deſire, ſo natural to man, 
of chuſing rather to diſpoſe of his property 
himſelf, than ſuffer it to lie at the n 


of another. 


{ Tus. Right, however, opens a more 
ample field of argument; the reaſoning on 
it is more abſtracted, and comes not home 
ſo ſoon or fo cloſely to the Individual. I 
can well conceive the Engliſhman, upon 
general theoretical notions of Liberty, to 
whoſe cauſe he is always ſo warmly at- 
tached, upon notions of Equality amongſt 

all the ſons of men, very fine in ſpecula- 
tion, and very falſe in fact, I can conceive 
6h a7 


n. 
to be led away by plauſible and conciliatoæ 


ry propoſitions, preſſed much more ſtrong- 


iy upon his heart than his head, offered, 
not to the man's reaſon, but rather to the 
man, rendered pleaſingly inſidious by com- 
pliments artfully paid to the glorious ſtrug- 
gles of Engliſhmen in all ages for Liberty, 
1 can conceive him ſo enraptured with this 
Duleinea of his imagination, as to ſacrifice 
his ſenfes at her viſionary ſhrine, and while 
be combats atrial caſtles for her honour, 
to deſert his patrimony, and abdicate his 
birthright.----- But, my Lord, I aſk par- 
don : I had forgot that my Engliſhman 
was a man of calmneſs and good ſenſe. 
He ſets a juſt and true value on his birth- 
right; and, although not abſolutely pre- 
determined on the queſtion, reſolves to be 
on his guard againſt the ſophiſtry of his 
antagoniſt, whoſe intereſt- he wes _ | 
concerned 1 in the iſſue. 


Bor, before my two cha, pions enter 
the liſts of debate, give me leav. to ſhew 
tha on 'the topick of Right, as I have 

— 
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already endeavoured to demonſtrate that 
they may agree, by the Briton's attach- 
ment to the Siren Song of falſe Liberty, 

ſo their ſentiments may likewiſe be brought 
to coincide, by a conceſſion of the Right 
on the part of the Coloniſt. But ſuch 
conceſſion would be temporary and delu- 
ſive, not flowing from conviction, but ex- 
torted by fear. The power of Great Bri- 
tain might juſtly alarm : Oppoſition, it 
might be apprehended, would irritate and 
inflame : an inſolent or obſtinate denial of 
the Right might provoke a ſudden exer- 
tion of Power to enforce it. Policy would 
ſuggeſt that the ſelf-ſame arguments, which 
at this day ſupport Colonical Independence, 
might be urged with far greater ſecurity 
and efficacy, when their numbers are be- 
come double, and when their wealth is 
augmented in, perhaps, a tenfold propor- 
tion, chiefly by means of the ſupineneſs 
of Britain, in reſting ſatisfied with empty 
declarations of one of her moſt important 
and eſſential Rights; which, if not ſpee- 
dily and efficiently aſſerted, will ſoon ſound 
„„ as 
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as ridiculous, as the Cham of Tartary's 


gracious permiſſion to the potentates of 
Yo earth to 1 down to their dinners. 


Tubvs, I ſay, my ps it is poſlible 


that, on the topick of Right, the Briton 
and the Coloniſt may ſmoke the calumet 
of peace: with only this difference reſpect- 


ing their motives---that, if the agree- 


ment arifes from the Briton's acceding to. 


the ſentiments of the Coloniſt, and diſ- 
claiming his fupremacy as incompatible 


with freedom, he acts from the benevo- 
lent ſimplicity of his heart, and the coin- 
cidence of opinion is cordial and fincere. 


If this agreeable concurrence, on the other 
hand, ſhould ſpring from a conceſſion on 
the part of the American, ſuch acquieſ- 
cence 1s politick, temporary, and delu- 
five, calculated merely to amuſe, and ſuſ- 
pend the dreaded exertion of power, till 


ſtrength be acquired to ops argument 
with force. * 6 TT \ 


Bur 
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Bur my two ſober Diſputants, whom, 
as men of my own creation, I have a right 
to model according to my fancy, ſhall 
bring no other weapon into the field of ra- 
tiocination than plain good ſenſe, ſupport- 
ed by a general information as to facts, 
and a tolerable inſight into the topicks of 
argument. To make them Men, each 
muſt have his foible : it ſhall be an amiable 
one, and the fame in both---namely, a 
tender predilection for the countries which 
reſpectively gave them birth, implanted 
deeply by nature in the boſom of each, 
and branching out imperceptibly under 
cover of their reaſonings, but not with 
ſuch preſſure as to diminiſh their force. 


Ir is not muy intent to frame a regular 
colloquy, or to embarraſs the diſcourſe by 
marking preciſely every anſwer and reply. 
Loet us ſappoſe the firſt forms of diſputa- 
tion adjuſted ; let us paſs over each previous 
queſtion in ſilence; let us endeavour, as 
ſoon as may be, to lay hold on the point. 


It 1 is TORY by the American, with great. 
| C 2 L 
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plauſibility, and with a glow of eloquence, 
which even the ſemblance of Liberty al- 
ways inſpires, (but which, to avoid the 
tranſgreſſion of epiſtolary limits, it is my 
duty to reſtrain,) that Man has no native 
ſuperiority over Man; that, not only by 
virtue of this general principle, but by 
virtue of the moſt expreſs and particular 
ſtipulations, an Engliſhman can claim no 
ſuperiority over an American, except that 
of a Father over a Son at full age, which, 
if circumſtances are eaſy *, amounts to no- 
thing more than a claim of honour and re- 
ſpect; that ſuch homage the Americans 
are ever willing to pay; that in the pay- 
ment of ſuch homage they have never yet 
been deficient; that they have proceeded 
much farther, and, as became children 
zealouſly devoted to their duty, have la- 

viſhed their blood and treaſure in the 
quarrels of that parent, who now ſeeks to 
oppreſs them; that they are ſtill ready to 
5 expend their treaſure to the laſt mite, and 


* * Eaſy, I mean, on the part of the Father, 
MY 
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their. blood to the laſt drop, in defence and 
ſupport of the rights of their parent ; but 
that, while they remain free, the mode of 
exertion muſt be left to themſelves ; that 
they themſelves are the only competent 
judges of the ſtrength of their own finews ; 
that they are freeborn Britons, as the De- 
ſcendants of Britons, and have never yet 
forfeited or impaired their title to the glo- 
rious immunities and privileges of their 
Anceſtors, but by the whole tenor of their 
conduct have rather ſtrengthened their 
claim ; that the volatile ſpirit of Engliſh 
Liberty transfuſes its ſacred flame through 
every remoteſt branch of the Empire of 
Great Britain ; that Property is inviolable 
under the influence of that ſpirit ; that an 
extortion of money from the meaneſt indivi- 
dual by colour of law would be ſuch a fatal 
violation of Property, as muſt wound the 
very vitals of the whole collective ſyſtem ; 
that ſuch extortion means nothing more 
than a taking of it from the individual, 
without his expreſs or implied, without 
his actual, or at leaſt his virtual conſent; 
0 that 
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that external prohibitions or reſtrictions 
upon commerce may be vindicated by the 
extent of the naval power of Great Britain, 
by her confeſſedly paramount dominion at 
ſea, but that internal taxation reſts on a 
quite different baſis; [that the levying tax- 
es in America by the ſole authority of a 
Britiſh legiſlature, whereof America con- 
ſtitutes not one ſingle member, would be 
the groſſeſt violation of American Proper- 
ty; that Taxation and Repreſentation muſt 
ever go hand in hand; that all the inha- 
bitants of Britain are either actually or vir- 
tually repreſented in the Britiſh Senate, 
but not one ſingle inhabitant of America 
bears, as an American, the minuteſt part 
in either ſuch actual or virtual repreſenta- 
tion; that the Colonies in fact have Aſ- 
ſiemblies of their own, conſtituted in every 
reſpect like the Britiſh Parliament, and 
fully adequate to every purpoſe of taxation 
amongſt themſelves; that thoſe Aſſem- 
blies are the only power which can or ought 
to tax them; that theſe principles and 
ſentiments are not the luxuriant growth | 
of 


( 19 ) 
of American opulence and wantonneſs, 
now factiouſly aiming at a novel indepen- 
dence, but were imported from Great Bri- 
tain by their Britiſh Anceſtors, who brought 
along with them into thoſe inhoſpitable 
wilds the ſpirit of the Law and Conſtitu- 
tion of their Country, which have been at 
various times, then and ſince, confirmed 
to them, by the fame high ſanction, which 
ſtamps the FIA on every Britiſh Act of 
Parliament, namely, by the ſanction of the 
Crown of Great Britain. | 


I Ro, my Lord, I have not been a 
niggard to my Coloniſt : if his beft reaſon- 
ing proves defective, he muſt blame the 
weakneſs of his cauſe : if I have not pla- 
ced it in its fulleſt light, it was no error 
of intention: if I have been deficient in 
my repreſentation of it, I muſt take ſhame 
to the imbecillity of my own underſtand- 
ing, which, I fairly acknowledge, did for 
ſome time acquieſce under the weight of 
thoſe very arguments, which I now have 
8 85 though conciſely, for him. 
Attention 
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Attention and deliberation have changed 
my opinion: and, to vary my ſtyle, and 
throw off the aukwardneſs of a dialogue 
in the third perſon, I will proceed to urge 
jay A 8 antes, as my own. 


W WouL to God that all ind en- 


Joyed freedom and happineſs, in the high- 


eſt, moſt perfect, and permanent degree 


Would to God there were no pain, or other 


evil in the world !---But how vain are ſuch 
wiſhes! How futile are the dreams of 
the Philoſopher in his ſtudy, where he 
creates worlds by his fancy, and models 


ſyſtems by his caprice for Reaſon, ab- 


ſtracted from fact and experience, will al- 
ways degenerate into fancy and caprice. 


How long did the natural world lie enve- 


loped in darkneſs, while Hypotheſis was 


deified, and Experiment deſpiſed ! while 


the reins hung looſe about the neck of 
Reaſon, and Fact was trampled upon, as 


unworthy of regard !---Reaſoning @ priori 
is in every reſpect as falſe, and leads as 


certainly to error, in the moral, and poli- 
| tical, 
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tical, as it is now univerſally confeſſed that 
it did, for a ſeries of ages, in the natural 
world. There are, indeed, in Ethicks, 
as well as in Phyſicks, and likewiſe in 


Politicks, as well as in both, certain grand 


" firſt principles, which ſerve as polar ſtars, 
to give light and direction for the diſ- 
covery of the true ſyſtem : but, though we 
take them as guides, they are by no means 


| © the ſources 'whence our reaſonings ſhould 


flow. The tendency of argument ſhould 


be upwards to them from facts, not down- 


wards from them at random. The rays 
ol ratiocination ſhould ariſe ſeverally from 
the ſcattered multitude of experiments, 
and then in their progreſs converge to a 
point : but, if they are forced abſurdly to 

dart from that point towards which they 
ſhould tend, diverging through their whole 
| courſe, they will diſſipate their luſtre, nor 
preſerve ſufficient radiance, when they 
have reached the ſphere. of reality, to elu- 
cidate a ſingle fact which experience offers 
to our view.---Such has been the fate of 


| a = hm Platonick, and Utopian 
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ſyſtems ! ſuch muſt ever be their. fate, till 

Man advances to perfectiona period. 

indeed, moſt devoutly to be wiſhed; but, 

if we may judge from the paſt, and, I fear 

I may add with ſtrict truth, from the pre- 
ſent, not likely to be accompliſhed, at n 
in our time. 


Tur fubordination of Colonies, wherever, 
anted, to their Mother Country, is as 
univerſally acknowledged, as It is variouſſy 
defined. To argue from experience, as 
well as from reaſon, we muſt preſume that 
every ſuch eſtabliſhed, ſubordination. par- 
takes in nature, as well as in degree, of 
the conſtitution of that parkiguyar See 
its riſe. The Colonies of an e and 
ariſtocratical Deſpotiſm, will in vain figh. 
for freedom, while they pay homage to 
their Parent; ; the Colonies of every popu- 
lar, mixed, and free Government, pre- 
ſerving their duty, have a right to be free. 
A ſudden fit of phrenzy, though miſchiev- 
ous, 115 be pardoned, But ſhould ſuch. 
free 
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free Colonies, with deliberation and per- 
ſeverance, make riotous, tumultuous, or 
rebellious oppoſition to the legal appoint- 
ments of that power whence they ſprung, 
it might become neceſſary, perhaps, not 
only to reduce them, by compulſory mea- 
ſures, to a juſt ſenſe, or at leaſt an oſten- 
ſible practice of duty; but by binding their 
hands, to ſecure the Parent from a repeti- 
tion of outrage. Thus, I truſt, it will 
clearly and readily be granted, that no Co+ 
lony can ever pretend to'a greater propor- 
tion of liberty, than the Country from 
which it derives exiſtence enjoys, while it 
continues to profeſs a duty to that Coun- 
try; and that every Colony is liable, by a 
groſs and flagrant abuſe-of indulgence, to 
a reduction below the fixed ſtandard of 
liberty, as primarily and CO 
| — by law. | | 


I am well aware that, on a larger ale 
of abſtract reaſoning, All Men are at all 
times univerſally free. But the laws of 
Nature are applicable only to its ſtate: 
D 2 Its 
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Its ſtate, and its laws have been found dike 
" Inconvenient. Mankind, in exact proportion 
to their civilization, over the whole face of 
the earth, have abrogated both, and ſubſtitu- 
ted others at diſcretion in their room. 'The 
particular exigencies of every Society, as 
from time to time they aroſe, and the ope- 
ration of thoſe exigencies upon the genius, 
ſpirit, and temper of the major part of the 
members of every ſuch Society, or, if not 
democratical, upon its leading man, or 
leading men, have given occaſion to the 
framing of particular ordinances, which 
are ſo many encroachments on, or at leaſt 
reſtrictions of, the univerſal law of Na- 
ture, and upon their multiplication have 
ſwelled to a Code, which becomes the mu- 
nicipal law of the Country, and gives 
equally the tone to its conſtitution, and its 
manners. It is thus, in effect, that every 
political ſtate has been gradually formed. 
Mankind never met in an oecumenical aſ- 
ſembly, either collectively in their perſons, 
or virtually by their repreſentatives, . to 


make at once a grand diviſion of the lands 
of 
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of the earth, and by ſuch agrarian law to 
afix permanent boundaries to each reſpec- 
tive Nation, within which 'its poſterity 
ſhould be for ever incloſed. Nor have the 
legal conſtitutions, any more than the le- 
gal limits, of the ſeveral Nations, been 
ſettled at one æra, and confirmed by the 
ſanction of univerſal aſſent. Both are in 
fact, and always have 3 in every part 
ſubject to perpetual fluctuation. As they 
ſtand at the preſent moment, it is both our 
moral duty, and our intereſt, to pay them 
reſpect and obedience ; though we know 
that, event the very next moment, they 
are liable to every poſſible alteration, from 
that ſupreme legiſlative power, which has 
gradually gained pre- eminence and aſcen- 

dancy, and muſt be omnipotent in every 
ſtate. Were all human Society by ſome 
ſudden ſtroke diſſolved, and men thereby 
left free to form new aſſociations, during 
ſuch interregnum the law of Nature would 
rule. But till. that event happens, it be- 
hoves us to. ſubmit to the regulations of 
that country, where we chuſe or chance 
| to 
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tc reſide, as we find thoſe regulations al- 
ready eſtabliſhed. Reformation, where re- 
quiſite, muſt be of gradudl growth, and 
abuſes, as they aroſe, be removed, by de- 
grees. The Supreme Legiſlature alone 
can be the Reformer of political evils. 

Individuals may addreſs, remonſtrate, and 
complain; but are bound to obey, till the 

Supreme Power grants redreſs. An eſta- 
bliſhment of gradual riſe is certainly much 
firmer, and probably more juſt; than one 
of ſudden creation, however generally aſ- 

ſented to: becauſe the ſame authority that 
has paſſed an Act, can as readily repeal it; 
but where time is an ingredient in the 
compoſition of its force, time ſhould like- 

_ wiſe conſpire to work its diſſolution. Few 
men are born to new-model Governments : 
All are born within the ſphere of ſome par- 

ticular form; to which they are morally 

obliged to yield homage and obedience. 
The Freedom of every man, born in the 
lap of a Community, is by no' means an 
abſolute, unreſtrained, ſavage Freedom; 
but limited by, and amenable to, - the laws 
| = ; . 
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of that Community, wherein he drew his 
firſt breath, and afterwards to the laws of 
ſuch other Communities, amongſt whom 
he may happen from time to time to reſide. 

However ſhadowy the idea of a virtual re- 

preſentation, every Heir is the actual re- 
preſentatiye of his Anceſtors, as his An- 
ceſtors were by anticipation the repreſen- 
tatives of him. This is a Repreſentation 
formed by Nature herſelf, As the Heir 
is undoubtedly a part of his Anceſtors, 
thoſe Anceſtors were reciprocally ſo many 
parts of the Heir: as they were his repre- 
ſentatives, he is bound by their acts; as he 
is their repreſentative, he is bound to ful. 
fill their engagements. 


To apply to the ſubje& matter this po- 
litical doctrine, which I hold to be that of 
common ſenſe and experience for I en- 
tirely wave the authority of great names, 
and will as confidently undertake to ſup- 
port right reaſon, ſound policy, and truth, 
againſt a Lock, as againſt a FIIMER 
however conſcious. of the weakneſs-· of my 


own 
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own abilities, however reſpectable I think 
the one, however contemptible I think the 
| joy of thoſe two jarting'n names. Ku 


ro . I ſay, to the ſubje&t matter 
this political doctrine, I will only beg per- 
miſſion to aſk a few queſtions, and leave 
the anſwers and'their conſequehces to can- 
dour and common ſenſe. Are not 
the Britiſh Coloniſts in America the De- 
ſcendants of Britiſh Anceſtors, and is not 
this poſtulatum the very foundation, up- 
on which they lay claim to the immu- 
nities of Britons? Can the Deſcendants of 
* Britiſh Anceſtors, merely as being ſo 
deſcended, arrogate to themſelves, by any 
colour of right, a greater proportion of 
freedom, than thoſe very Anceſtors actu- 
ally enjoyed, or than ſuch of the Poſterity 
of thoſe very Anceſtors, as remain in Great 
Britain, now actually enjoy? Had any one 
of thoſe Anceſtors, under hom they de- 
rive their claim, the leaſt ſhare in conſti- 
tuting that legiſlature, 'whoſe ſupremacy 
he was Hound in all things to obey, unleſs 
3 as 


G 


as a Freeholder of lands or tenements in 
Great Britain, or as a Freeman of ſome 
corporate town within the realm? Have 
the Poſterity of thoſe Anceſtors, ſtill re- 
maining in Britain, any ſhare in conſti- 
tuting the ſupreme legiſlature, unleſs as 
ſuch Freeholders, or as ſuch Freemen ? 
Have the major. part of the inhabitants of 
Great Britain any actual ſhare in conſti- 
tuting the ſupreme legiſlature ? Are not 
all, however, bound to obey its power, 
equally with thoſe who are its #tual con- 
ſtituents? Will the Coloniſts, by obey- 
ing the legiſlature of Britain be one jot leſs 
free than thoſe of her ſons who have no 
ſhare in conſtituting it? Have the money- 
ed men of Great Britain, merely as money- 
ed men, the copyholders, as copyholders, 
or leſſees for years, as leſſees for years, the 
leaſt ſhare in conſtituting the ſupreme le- 
giſlature, any more than the Coloniſts 
have, as Cold8niſts ? May not all thoſe per- 
ſons, however, by becoming Freeholders 
of lands or tenements, or Freemen of cor- 
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porations within the realm of Great Bri- 


tain, acquire a right to be conſtituents of 
the legiſlature, and may not the Coloniſts 
acquire the ſame right, preciſely by the 
ſame means? Are not Repreſentative and 
Conſtituent relative terms? Can I have a 
Repreſentative, unleſs I am a Conſtituent ? 


Though poſſeſſed of every million accumu- 


lated in the funds, though tenant by copy 
of all the lands in England which are held 
by ſuch tenure, though leſſee for a term of 
ninety- nine years of every acre which may 
be ſo lett, am I, in conſequence of ſuch 


an immenſe maſs of property, a Conſtitu- 


ent of the legiſlature in the minuteſt de- 
gree ? Have Ia Repreſentative ? Yet do I 
not pay taxes? Do Taxation and Repre- 
ſentation then go hand in hand ? Aml not 
taxed by the Legiſlature, though I have no 
Repreſentative? Is not then the boaſted 
inſeparable alliance between Taxation and 
Repreſentation founded on fiction, and 
overthrown By fact? Are not Taxation 
and LEGISLATION the truely inſeparable 

5 allies ? 
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allies ? Do not the Coloniſts acquieſce un- 
der reſtrictions upon their commerce, and 
a levying of ſuch duties as they call exter- 
nal taxes, by the ſole authority of the 
Britiſh legiſlature ? Can common ſenſe 
find a difference, except in the name, he- 
tween external and internal taxation ? 
Are not ſuch commodities as may lie in a 
cheſt on board the veſſel of an American 
trader, as much his property as the mo- 
ney in his purſe? Does it require a great- 
er ſtretch of the arm of civil power to take 
a ſhilling from the one than an ounce from 
the other? Should I not feel as ſenſibly. 
the loſs of my caſh, if taken from my 
agent, my factor, or my ſervant, as if ta- 
ken immediately from my own proper 
perſon ?---Can thoſe boaſted Charters, by 
virtue whereof the ſeveral Colonies claim 
a royal exemption from parliamentary au- 
thority, operate one degree farther than 
the Charters granted by the Crown to the 
ſeveral corporations within the realm of 
Great Britain? Are not the privileges of 
a E 2 each 
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each entirely confined to the making of 
 bye-laws, and the raiſing of duties within 
themſelves, to anſwer their own private 
purpoſes reſpectively, abſtracted from ſuch 
exigencies as regard the whole publick 
weal? Did the Crown in fa&t mean to 
grant them larger powers, or could the 
Crown conſtitutionally have granted them 
larger powers, had it meaned fo to do? 
Can the Crown place a ſingle ſubject of 
the realm beyond the reach of the Legiſla- 
ture of Great Britain ?---If I, as a money- 
ed man, copyholder, or leſſee, having no 
right to vote in the election of a member 
of parliament, am yet virtually repreſented 
by ſuch perſons as are choſen without my 
concurrence, do not the Colonies fall 
equally within the imagined line of ſuch 
virtual repreſentation ? Or if, (as the caſe 
really ſtands,) I am taxed, by the ſole au- 
thority of all-ruling Legiſlation, without 
my having the ſhadow of a Repreſentative 
in parliament, ſhall I tamely ſubmit to 
the payment of ſuch ter, which is levied 


without, 


ef 
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without, that is, againſt my conſent, and 
ſhall my American Couſin murmur at 
bowing before the ſame aweful ſceptre, 
which is ſwayed conſtitutionally by the 
hand of Supreme Power over all his Kin 
men indiſcriminately in the Mother Coun- 
try ? 


I mvsrT aſk your Lordſhip's pardon, if 
on ſome of the topicks I have been too dif- 


fuſive, on others too conciſe. Yet to you, 


my Lord, I ſhould apologize only for te- 
diouſneſs, brevity cannot ſtand in need of 
an excuſe; for, by neither could I hope to 
give your Lordſhip information, by one I 
muſt certainly intrude on your time. But, 
in truth, though I have choſen to addreſs 
myſelf to your Lordſhip, I have had it in 
view. to write for the People. A good and 
free People are always worthy of convie- 
tion, and conviction may flow from the 


homelieſt pen. My aim, however, has 


rather been to put the good ſenſe of the 
Publick upon the true ſcent of the. argu- 


ment, 


TM? 
ment, than to preſume to hunt down the 
game for them myſelf. 


I cannorT conclude, without retouch- 
ing a point, which I have as yet barely 
glanced at, but which deſerves the moſt 
mature and moſt ſolid attention; I mean, 
the neceſſity of enforcing the right of the 
ſupreme legiſlature to frame Money-bills, 
as well as other laws, for America, upon 
the primary grand principle, the cardinal 
law of Nature, Ser p- PRESERVATION. 
It grieves me to conſider the intereſts of 
Britain in a light of oppoſition to thoſe of 

her Colonies: but the Colonies themſelves 
extort the diſtinction. Are they not at 
this moment taking every harſh meaſure, 
by conventions, combinations, provincial 
compacts, and lawleſs affociations---I had 
almoſt added, by ſolemn leagues and cove- 
napts, | to diſtreſs our manufacturers, and 
ſet up an avowed Independence for them- 
ſelves? and this too at a time when they 
have Juſt received the tendereſt proofs of 
parental 
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. indulgence !---Is this their duty: 
this their affection ?---Is it not rivalſhip 


and oppoſition in the moſt rancorous de- 
gree ? 


| Ip there can be found an Engliſhman, ſo 
unnaturally diſaffected to the Country that 
gave him birth, as to applaud thoſe efforts, 
which aim ſhafts at her vitals, as to cry out 
enthuſiaſtically, Hos utinam inter 
Hervas natum tellus me nova tuliſſet 1-=- 
In the name of God let him fly there: 
what ſtops his migration? Let him ſettle 
amongſt his Favourites: let him dwell 
with his Ele#. But while he lives in Old 
England, it is his intereſt, nay more, it is 
his duty, to view every thing through the 
medium of her welfare and proſperity, and 
not to ſeek for new lights in a new quarter 
of the globe. 


One objection is urged by ſome well- 
meaning people, which I had like to have 
pailed over, as from its futility ſcarce me- 

riting 
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riting a ſetious refutation ; but, as I re- 
colle& to have heard it more than once 
much infiſted on by men of good hearts, 
though but weak underſtandings, I will 
give it an anſwer. Such men I ſhall ever 
be ſtudious to ſet right, to the beſt of my 
poor ability and information, while So- 
phiſtry deſerves only to be detected and 
deſpiſed. The objection is this, “that 
« the Coloniſts muſt either be Freemen or 


« Slaves; that no medium can be found 


« between Freedom and Slavery; and, 


* conſequently, that if Dependence be en- 


*« forced in the leaſt degree, the Chains of 
« Slavery are rivetted about their necks.” 
This plea reſts ſolely on the infirm baſis of a 
falſe propoſition ; which once overturned, 
the ſuperſtructure is demoliſhed. Freedom 
is by no means an abſolute idea, but clearly 
ſuſceptible of diminution and increaſe : or, 


as the Logicians would phraſe it, Libertas 


recipit magis et minus. To inſtance at 
once in our own happy Conſtitution--- 
Since the late ſolemn judicial condemna- 


Cn) 


tion of General Warrants, we are certain- 
ly become a freer people than we were be- 
fore; yet it will ſcarcely follow that ſuch 
condemnation formed the glorious æra of 
Britiſh Liberty, and that till that propitious 
moment every Briton was a ſlave. 


Le not the generous Friends of Free- 
dom entertain an apprehenſion that they 
revolt from her cauſe, in reducing within 
the legal bounds of their natural duty theſe 
Mock- Champions of Liberty, who plead 
exemption from the authority of a popular 
legiſlature, by a Royal Diploma, by a FraT 
of One Man; who in the ſame breath 
contend for a licentious emancipation from 
conſtitutional Government, and proclaim 
. themſelves Charter- formed Creatures of 
the r Cr own ! 


Great Britain can. never. be otherwiſe 
reſpectable, than as a centre of power, be 
the circumference of her dominion ever ſo 
widely extended. Aut Cæſar, aut nullus 

F ſhould 
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{ll  fhould be this Iſland's motto. It is by 
ſtrength of conſtitution, and policy of law, 
that we have riſen above the gulph we were 
plunged in by nature, and can no longer 
be treated with contemptuous neglect, no 
longer be pointed at as outcaſts of the 

world, as miſerable borderers on the ultima 
Thule, as penitus toto diviſes orbe Britan- 
nos, Our Liberty we owe to the virtue 
of our anceſtors, our Empire muſt be main- 
tained by the virtue of ourſelves. Nay, 
even our very Liberty muſt fall with our 
Empire, and I hope our Exiſtence will not 

_ outlaſt our Liberty. We have gloriouſly 
defended it againſt the open aſſaults of fo- 
reign enemies, againſt the undermining 
arts of domeſtick traytors. And ſhall we 
tamely and puſillanimouſly ſuffer it to be 
wreſted from us, by a long-cheriſhed, un- 
grateful, refractory offspring? That we 
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have Right to ſupport us has, I truſt, been 
demonſtrated: that we have Power to en- 
force it, we feel, and they know. And 
ſhall we heſitate for ever upon petty ſcru- 
ples 
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ples of Expedience ? Will not Obſtina - 
ey gather ſtrength from continued indul- 
gence ? Does not the Offspring of Ame - 
rica increaſe every day? Does not every 
day add to the number of her ſons by 
adoption ? Does not the vigour of every 

Country ſpring immediately from its po- 
- pulation ? Do not Freedom and Indepen- 
dence give finews to that vigour ? Are the 
Children of Great Britain multiplied in 
proportion? Are her naturalized Renega- 
does from Aſia, Africa, and the Conti- 
nent, at all comparable, as militants for 
a free Conſtitution, to the genuine nurſe- 
lings of theſe ISLANDS of LIBEERT . 
who migrate to America by hundreds 
every year? Have we purchaſed Canada at 
the expence of our beſt blood and treaſure, 
to ſerve as a forge to prepare chains for 
our poſterity ? ------- There can be no 
doubt but that the ſelf-ſame ſources, which 
pour in riches and plenteouſneſs upon a 
Country, if ſuffered to run over, by their 
luxuriance may deſtroy it. Our Ameri- 

can 
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. -ean Colonies are copious ſprings of our 
treaſure; but ſhould their ſtreams over- 
flow. thoſe channels our Supremacy. has 
Preſcribed, - they would deluge that land 

which * now nnn. 


Eise the Honour t be 


| with the e ReſpeB, 
Ellen, and Regard, 


- My. ons. 1585 . | . 


"You our Lordfif s ; mof er, 
4 pa moſt bumble ſervant, 


9 * 


GEORGE CANNING, 


5 Middle Temple, | — 
March 1 5th, 1768. _ 
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been Teres ines and Ma- 
LICE, che one unable, the other un will- 
ing, to take the fair and proper ſenſe of 
ſome detached paſſages in the foregoing 
Letter, have publickly miſrepreſented 


4 


3p to their true meaning, ind to the 
expreſs and real defign of the Writer. 
The manner in which they have con- 


"> 


them, as bearing a tendency quite oppo- 
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jointly executed this invidious purpoſe 
ſerves only to expoſe. their own unlettered 
illiberality and dulneſs, and ſhall be paſſed 
over in that ſilence, which ſovereign con- 
tempt never fails to inſpire. But as it 
is poſſible that the matter of the Charge, 
as conveyed through the extenſive channel 
of a News- paper, may have made an im- 
preſſion on ſome good men, who are too 
apt to give credit to whatever they ſee 
aſſerted by anonymous Effrontery in print, 
I think it worth the trouble of ſubjoining 
a few words (a very few will ſuffice) to 

detect v 8 
Tan FRF of having recommended 
| fanguinary meaſures againſt the Britiſh 
Americans. The Accuſation is as odious 
to me as it is falſe. I have indeed re- 
commended Aa Parliamentary Taxation 'of 
them, on the united principles of Expe- 
dience and Right. I have adduced argu- 
ments demonſtrative even of the neceſſity 
of ſuch a Taxation. And I have urged 
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the advantage of a ſpeedy enforcement of 
the Supreme Legiſlative. Authority, of 


Great Britain in this important point, 
mW fo PREVENT the en of 


Y Convincnn as I am that, one day or 
other, it will not only be ſeen, as it may 
eaſily be now, and actually ic, by all un- 
prejudiced and diſintereſted men, but 
even Felt to be neceſſary to aſſert this eſ- 


ſential Right of Supremacy in the moſt 


efficacious manner, I would not have the 
critical moment poſtponed, till the Colo» 


nies may be in a condition to oppoſe Law 
with Force, and ſo ſtain a juſt Act of Le- 
giſlation with Blood; but 1 would have 
the Right carried into immediate execu- 
tion, while a palpable and acknowledged 
Inferiority; muſt inſure! 2 ſpeedy, and. (in 


ſpite of the oftentatioufly daring intimi⸗ 


dations of the PsEUD0-PATRIOTS of Bos, 
Ton, whether in AN TE-MEBRIDIAN CON- 
11 G 2 _ VENTION, 
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WM  vENTION, or in POST-MERIDIAN con- 

*#  . wor&rion,) I' moſt oy ues: 2 
e eee, 
| Pf Taz faRtious ſpirits of their miſchie- 
1 vous M1s-Leaptrs once thocoughly ſub- 
| dued, the good People of that Continent 
1 Will return to their ſound ſenſes. The 
| Breaſts of their Britiſh Brethren have 
I; often been ſtrangely agitated by the tide 
111 "of: — tumalk. — the ſtorm once 
Fi recover her ſtation, The American Bri- 


tons inherit the Virtues, as well as Foi- 
bles, of their Britiſh" Anceſtors. When N 
I thoſe - Heats, which have been artfully 
and wickedly fomented amongſt them, 
are in ſome degree ſubſided, they will ſee 
that Liberty, armed by Licentiouſneſs, 
muſt ever be ſuicidal : that che only true 
and firm ſupport | of Freedom is Law: 
that Protection and We are reci 


| They 
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A, 


| aer, will fads it a ele as. "a 
as their Duty, to pay the tribute of Gra- 
titude to that indulgent Mother, who has 
generouſſy foſtered and protected them 
from their Infancy ; who has expended 
her treaſure, and ſpilled her beſt blood in 


defending them from their Foes ; who | 


has laid a vaſt territory open to their 1 in- 


duſtry, wherein, ſecured by her care from 


hoſtile incurſions, they may reap in glad- 
N neſs the fruits of their labours. 


No oppreſſion can be: dreaded from. ſo 
kind, ſo tender, ſo beneficent a Parent.— 


* Befides, to oppreſs her. Offspring would 
be to ruin herſelf : For ſhe ſcruples not 


" acknowledge that it ĩs to them ſhe owes 
her Riches, her Grandeur, and her Power. 
But to Her they owe their very Exiſtence. 
- FREE SUBJECTS OF BRITAIx, 
THE ANCESTORS: WENT ABROAD: FREE 
SUB ers or BRITAIN, THE PosTE- 
RITY 
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RITY STILL, naMAin---InvasTED, AT 


THIS "MOMENT, WITH ALL THE PRIVI-: 


LEGES oF THEIR PROGENITORS. NOW, 


 EFERY SUBFECT OF BRHAIN MUST 
- BE'IN EVERY RESPECT AMENABLE 
70 THE BETTER LEGISLATURE. i 


| Wes the Men of Bolton are awakened | 
from the trance of their phrenzy, and 
Enthuſiaſm ſhall have given place to calm 
reaſon and common ſenſe, I ſcarce doubt 
but they will look back upon the tenor 
of their late conduct, while under its 
malign. influence, with almoſt as much 
aſtoniſhment and horror, as their Anceſ⸗ 
tors did, near fourſcore years ago, upon 
their perverſion of Law, their prop phana- 
tion of Religion, and their perſecution of 
Liberty, during the fatal prevalence of 
that monſtrous Infatuation, which fo | 
lemnly condemned, and ſo  burbarouly 
and inoffenkive Cone, on ſuppoſed | 
' proofs 
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( 47) 
proofs of their having entered into a for- 
mal league with the Devil againſt the 
lives, liberties, and Properfies. of their 
pious fellow ſubjects. 
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